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^i^x ^rHnn 1 ANT) S YSTCM^OR TEMPORARYN ETWORKjDENTlTY_ 



TN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claim 8. 

Please amend claims 1-7, 9, 12-17, 20-27, and 29-31 as follows: 

1 (Currently Amended) A method for network communications comprising: 

assigning a fesUemporary fictitious identity from an identity intermediary to at-least 

on e of a service provider and u uocr interface; 

performing a transaction between athe user interface and the service provider using 

the first t emporary fictitious identity. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein assigning a firsUemporary | 
fictitious identity further comprises: 

generating the fin* temporary fictitious identity randomly each time that the user | 
interface and the service provider desire to enter a transaction with each other. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 and further comprising: 

associating the first temporary identity only with the service provider; | 
providing the service provider as a primary service provider and linking the primary 
service provider to a secondary service provider, which assists the primary service provider in 
providing at least one of information, goods, and services to the user interface; and 

performing the transaction with the firsLtemporary fictitious identity to conceal the 
existence of, and real identity of, the secondary service provider from the user interface. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim land further comprising: 
associating tte^second temporary identity only with the user interface; 
providing the service provider as a primary service provider and linking the primary 
service provider to a secondary service provider, which assists the primary service provider in 
providing at least one of information, goods, and services to the user interface; and 
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performing the transaction with the^econd temporary fictitious identity to conceal the | 
real identity and private information of the user interface from the secondary service 
provider. 

5 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4-4 and further comprising: 

concealing a real identity of a consumer using the user interface with the^econd 

temporary fictitious identity by at least one of following techniques: 

masking a browser of the user interface with the secend temporary fictitious identity; 
passing all communications of the user interface through a server of the identity 

intermediary to assign the^econd temporary identity and obscure the real identity of the user 

interface from the service provider; and 

v assigning the user interface a substitute browser with a pseudonymous name 

recognizably issued by the identity intermediary. 

6 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 and further comprising: 

^Mgmn^secor^ 
user interface; 
_ JM formi^^ 

th* first and secon^ t^ po^rv fictitious identities of the service provider and the use r 
interface, re s pectively; 

establishing a link to a financial services network to facilitate the identity 
intermediary performing the transaction as a financial transaction between the user interface 
and the service provider without revealing real financial information about a consumer using 
the user interface to the service provider and about the service provider to the user interface. 

7 (Currently Amended) A method of network communications comprising: 

contacting an identity intermediary with aservice^d^ to obtain a 

first temporary network identity for tfaejervice provider-^s^rterfeee including: 

.Zoning, via the i^titv intermedia ry the te m p orary network identity to 
iTH „, Q wt nn. of a ners onal component, a frn ^^m^^ and a location 
component: and 
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associating, via 



the irWitv inte rmediary, the p^ ondcMBB^rtwi^aiSal 



n^rneMacpnsMie^ 
c^lit^r^^ 

«t least one of a ph^^l street address and an IP addressjand 

tMidenHjbd^^ 
components ; and 

• contacting an ,scr ir..crSK-c with the first temporary network 

identity of the^viceBroyider «ert*erfeee to nroviteeeeive services pseudonymous* to 

the user interfacLfio m Li te u ci viec pr o v ifior. 



8. (Canceled) 

9 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7 and further comprising: 

contacting the identity intermediary a second time to obtain a second temporary 

network identity for the service provider u ^ cr interface ; and 

contacting the u^urmf^^^^ * second time with the SeC ° nd 

temporary network identity of the service*^ u^nterfaee-to r^reeeive services 

p:nif1fTrrj ciy the user interface hu m H i t j u t i c e p rn v irlnr. 

10. (Original) A method of network communications comprising: 
contacting a service provider with a user interface; 

prior to conveying personal information to the service provider, contacting an identity 
intermediary with the user interface to obtain a temporary network identity for the user 
interface; and 

performing a transaction between the user interface and the service provider usmg the 
temporary network identity of the user interface* conceal a real identity of a consumer usmg 
the user interface. 

1 1 (Original) The method of claim 10 and further comprising: 

carrying out the transaction by having the identity intermediary use the real identity of 
the consumer associated with the user interface to arrange delivery of atleastoneof 
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information and goods/services to the real consumer from the service provider while 
maintaining the user interface as fictitious identity relative to the service provder. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of providing pseudonymous network identities 
comprising: 

randomly generating a first temporary fictitious identity for a first service 

provider uscr interface ; and 

maintaining a database of a plurality of temporary, fictitious identities, including the 
first temporary fictitious identity, with each temporary fictitious identity being associated 
with a uniquely identified BujeusaUs*******- M ™ "* *** ******** I 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12 and further comprising: 
after a predetermined number of network communications involving the first 

temporary fictitious identity, replacing the first temporary fictitious identity with a randomly 
generated second temporary fictitious identity for association with the first^ceirovjder 

user interface . 

14 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13 wherein replacing the firs, temporary 
fictitious identity occurs after a single communication of the first service provide nt 
interfaee with o^iMe^*e^mee^ite using the firs, fictitious temporary identity. 

15 (Currently Amended) A network identity intermediary comprising: 

a network site for communicating with at W u m . uf u u ,i ■ ' mfrrfi.-- ™* * service 
provider; and 

a database configured for maintaining at least one temporary pseudonymous tdenttty 
in assocation with a real identity of the at W uul l ul, intrrftrr- nnd service provder; 

wherein the network site is configured for assigning the temporary pseudonymous 

identity to the u I W uulu.il, i fnn- nnfl service provider upon a request by the «** 

interface or service provider. 

16. (Currently Amended) A temporary network identity comprising: 
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a unique pseudonymous identifier temporarily associated with *4easH»c of a uncr 

i nterface and a service provider; and 

an identifier source name associated with the pseudonymous identifier for identifying 

the source that generated the unique pseudonymous identifier. 

17 (Currently Amended) Thetemporary network identity of claim 16 wherein the unique 
pseudonymous identifier has a predetermined lifespan determined by at least one of a time 
period, a number of network communications between ftea user interface and the service | 
provider, and a single interaction between the user interface and the service provider. 

18. (Original) A network identity intermediary database comprising: 
an array of unique pseudonymous identifiers; 

an array of real identities of consumers and service providers including at least one of 
financial information, personal information, and location information, with each one of the 
real identities being exclusively associated with only one of the unique pseudonymous 
identifiers. 

19 (Original) The network database of claim 18 and further comprising: 

an encryption mechanism for concealing an association scheme between the unique 
pseudonymous identifiers and the real identities. 

20 (Currently Amended) A method of network communications comprising: 
contacting an identity intermediary with a user interface^ait^^ 

for the user interface; 

contacting ajhe service provider with the first temporary network identity of the user 
interface to receive services pseudonymously from the service provider; and 

charging at least one of the user interface and the service provider a fee for the 
temporary network identity. 

21. (Currently Amended) A method of pseudonymous network communication 
comprising: 
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creating a temporary fictitious identity for eachof a^s^of-a service provider 

and a user interface for pseudonymously performing a transaction between the user interface 

and the service provider using the temporary fictitious identity; and 

obtaining a fee from at least one of the user interface, the service provider and an 

advertising sponsor for the temporary fictitious identity. 

22. (Currently Amended) A network identity intermediary database comprising: 

an array of unique pseudonymous identifiers being configured so that each identifier 
will be associated exclusively with a real identity ofiU l c aatono of a each consumer of a 
plurality of consumers and a^ach first service provider of a plurality of service providers; 
and 

a subscriber mechanism for assigning the identifiers to the plurality of consumers and 
the service providers based on a fee-for-service contractual relationship based on at least one 
of a first arrangement between the consumer and the service provider, a second arrangement 
between the consumer and an identity intermediary for creating the identifiers, and a third 
arrangement between the service provider and the identity intermediary. 

23. (Currently Amended) A pseudonymous network identity system comprising: 

a network identity intermediary configured for communicating with at lcoat one ofa 

user interface and a service provider and configured for assigning a djffigent temporary 

pseudonymous identity to^achof ath^e^ne user interface and a service provider; 

a database configured for maintaining at least one^ifferent temporary pseudonymous 

identity in association with a real identity of each of thcthe^eas^ne user interface and the 

service provider; and 

a fee mechanism configured for obtaining payment from the at4e a s^e user 
interface and the service provider in association with maintaining the database and assigning 
the identities. 

24. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing a method of facilitating network communications, the method 
comprising: 
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assigning a firsUemporary fictitious identity from an identity intermediary to at^east 
eee-ef a service provider and a uocr interface; 

performing a transaction between athe user interface and the service provider using 
the first temporary fictitious identity. 

25. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 24 wherein the 

method of facilitating network communications further comprises: 

associating the first temporary identity e^y with the service provider; | 
providing the service provider as a primary service provider and linking the primary 

service provider to a secondary service provider, which assists the primary service provider in 

providing at least one of information, goods, and services to the user interface; and 

performing the transaction with the ^temporary fictitious identity to conceal the. | 

existence of, and real identity of, the secondary service provider from the user interface. 

26. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 24 wherein the 
method of facilitating network communications further comprises: 

associating^econd-4he temporary identity erfywith the user interface; 

providing the service provider as a primary service provider and linking the primary 
service provider to a secondary service provider, which assists the primary service provider in 
providing at least one of information, goods, and services to the user interface 

performing the transaction with the^econd temporary fictitious identity to conceal the 
real identity and private information of the user interface from the secondary service 
provider. 

27 (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing a method of network communications, the method comprising: 

contacting an identity intermediary with aj^ervjeej)^^ to obtain a 

first temporary network identity for the service provider-^inteffeee jr^luding: 

^.ipnin p. via the Entity intermed iary the te m p orary network identity to 

Inrfnrte at. least one r^nal comp onent a fin ancial compone nt and a location 

component: and 
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updating, via ™«,titv intermediary, thej^ ersonal component with a rea l 
nm « of, consumer. assocjaJir^Jhefina^^ 
credit card number anH * hank number, and assgaaji^^ 
t.W one of a , p^™! street address and an TP address; and 

P^hp. via th e Entity intermediary, u naut horized access to a database of 
.v., ;,w;t Y intermediary that maintains the personaUinancial, and loca tion 
components ; and 
contactings^^ 

identity of the^eryice^royid^ r^yid^eeive services pseudonymously to 

the user interfacc from the ocrvicc provider. 

28. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instmctions for 
performing a method of network communications, the method comprising: 
contacting a service provider with a user interface; 

prior to conveying personal information to the service provider, contacting an identity 
intermediary with the user interface to obtain a temporary network identity for the user 
interface; and 

performing a transaction between the user interface and the service provider usmg the 
temporary network identity of the user interface to conceal a real identity of a consumer usmg 
the user interface. 

29 (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing a method of providing pseudonymous network identities, the 
method comprising: 

randomly generating a first temporary fictitious identity for a first user-mterfeee 
service provider ; and 

maintaining a database of aplurality of temporary fictitious identities, includingthe 
first temporary fictitious identity, with each temporary fictitious identity being assoc.ated 
with a uniquely identified .rirtNi^ provf* ,hP firs ' «""» 
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30. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer- executable 
instructions for performing a method of operating a network identity intermediary, the 

method comprising: . 
providing a network site for communicating withal luul urn. uf u uj. i intrrfnnn nnrl a | 

service provider; and 

maintaining a database in cooperation with the network site for associating at least 
one temporary pseudonymous identity with a real identity of the ^^e^^^ 
aftd service provider; and 

assigning the temporary pseudonymous identity to the etlea****^^ 
service provider upon a request at the network site by the us^terfeee^service provider. 

31 (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing a method of providing temporary network identities, the method 
comprising: 

associating a unique pseudonymous identifier temporarily with at4easHme-ef a^ser 
i nterface and a service provider; and 

associating an identifier source name with the pseudonymous identifier for identifying 
the source that generated the unique pseudonymous identifier. 

32. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for 
performing a method of providing a network identity intermediary database, the method 
comprising: 

maintaining an array of unique pseudonymous identifiers; 

maintaining an array of real identities of consumers and service providers including at 
least one of financial information, personal information, and location information, with each 
one of the real identities being exclusively associated with only one of the unique 
pseudonymous identifiers. 
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